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Paul H. Robinson, Professor of Law of University of Pennsylvania Law School and “one of the
world's leading scholars on criminal law” is drafting a new criminal code for the Maldives. The work
has been requested by the Maldivian government and is sponsored by the United Nations
Development Program. Because the Maldives is by constitutional mandate an Islamic nation and, as
a matter of law, all citizens are Muslim, the code will be the world’s first criminal code of modern
format that is based upon the principles of Shari‘a. The Maldives is a nation of 1200 islands in the
Indian Ocean that has for centuries been a transit point between Africa, the Middle East, and Asia
and continues to have strong cultural connections to all three. — End.
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