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From: SAN-Feature Service <sanf(@gononet.com>
>Subject : Mullahs to ban women's photography, dance and music

>Date: Mon, 07 Feb 2005 10:16:17 +0600
>

MMA governs the most important province of Pakistan i.e. North West Frontier Province
(NWFP) that borders Afghanistan. Its parliamentarians have presented a bill that seeks to
ban dance, music and women's photography. MMA enjoys tremendous majority in the
parliament and the strong likelihood is the bills will become part of NWFP legislation.
The bill, if enacted, will consider dancing and music at a public place or an educational
institution an offence. It shall be an offence punishable with imprisonment which may
extend to five years and with fine which may extend to Rs 5000. The Bill adds: 'If a police
officer not below the rank of an Inspector has reason to believe that any offence under this
act has been, is being or is about to be committed, he may enter any public place or an



educational institution and arrest any person who in his opinion, has committed, is
committing or is about to commit such offence, including the person who abets the
commission of such an offence. The offence under section 3 shall be cognisable and
non-bailable. "

MMA after coming into power in 2002 imposed an 'unofficial' ban on dance and music.
MMA clerics set on fire the cinema houses, exhibition centers and smashed billboards that
displayed females' images. In early 2003, MMA banned female sports, ultrasonography of
female by male technicians and music in the public transport. In the mid-2004, MMA forced
the government officials to pray or be ready to be sacked. In the same year, MMA issued an
order that forces shopkeepers to close down their shops during prayer times.

Mohammad Shehzad is a senior Pakistani journalist based in Islamabad
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